
Is the theme about something that is
or was (more or less) real at the time? Alternate Realityno

Is the theme about a very 
philosophical/abstract/esotherical thing,

and is it discussed in such a way?
e.g. “the nature of...” 

The Pursuit of Knowledgeyes

Is the theme about matters
intrinsically human?

Is the theme about a situation or experience
encountered by one, two or a relatively small 

number of people at a time?

no

yes

Is the theme about something that involves a
relatively large number of people at a time?

e.g. “all humans”, “a nation” or “a culture”
Societyyes

The Human Conditionyes

yes

Is it about every day things such as
family or the workplace?

no

That’s a relatively small
number of people.

yes

no

START

maybe

yes and no

other

no

sounds pretty esoteric to me...

yes and no

Rethink the theme. If it is
inherrently ambiguous, split
it up into two themes.

The Pursuit of Knowledgeno
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